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Amendments to the Claims: 



This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 



Listing of Claims : 

. (Currently Amended) A system for providing a viewable data object to a viewer receiver, 
said system comprising: 

a first local server, for storing a first selection of viewable data objects, said^st local 
server being in communication with said viewer receiver; 



a second local server, for storing a second selection of viewable da^objects; 

a storage server in communication with said first local serve^aid storage server 

configured to store a set of viewable data objects th^tincludes said first selection of 
viewable data objects; 

a content manage r separate fix^ni said first arid second local servers, said content 
manager being in communication wi^said storage server, with said first local 
server, and with said second lop^ server, said content manager being configured to 
automatically control acces<i; by a viewer receiver, to a viewable data object fl'om 
said selection of viewaMe d^ita objects. 



2. (Previously Presented) The^^stem of claim 34, wherein said property associated with said 
viewable data objecj/is based on a priority assigned to said viewable data object. 

3* (Previously Presenjred) Tlie system of claim 1, wherein said first local server is adapted to 
transmit a viewable data objects to a viewer receiver selected from a group consisting of 
a television and a personal computer. 



4. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein said first local server is configiu^d 
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to detect that a first viewable data object lias a lower priority than a second viewable 
data object; and 

to delete said first viewable data object to firee space to store said secg^id viewable data 
object. 

5. (Cancelled) 

6- (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein said content manager is configured to 
define a logical grouping of viewable data objects and^manage said logical grouping as 
a single imit. 

7. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wh^ein said content manager is adapted to 

control work queues for video data objects^^ored on said first local server. 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 

wherein said first local server is in two-way communication with said viewer receiver, 
thereby providing jnteractive communication between said view^ receiver and said 
first local servefj?: 

10. (Cancelled) 

11. (Previously Pr/sented) The system of claim 1, wherein said content manager is configured 
to dynan^lcally update access to said viewable data object in response to an occurrence of 
an everit. 

12-21 (Cancelled) 

22. (Cancelled) 
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23-26 (CanceUed) 

27. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 70, wherein the act of sending^e first data 
object and the act of sending the second data object are executed in resi^onse to requests 
fix>m the viewer receivers. 

28- (Previously Presented) The method of claim 70, wherein the act of selecting a first viewable 
data object and the act of selecting a second viewable data objej^are executed, in part, on 
the basis of operations data received Scorn the local servers. 

29, (Previously Presented) The method of claim 70, farther condprising: 

sending a list of available viewable data objects to tne first local server; and 

wherein the act of selecting a first viewable d^ object is executed in response to 
receiving the list and to priorities for da;^ object content at the first local server. 

30. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 70, further comprising: 

receiving a request for a viewable^ta object from the first viewer receiver, and 

wherein the act of selecting ynrsX data object is executed in response to receiving the 
request fiom the first viewer receiver. 

31, (Previously Presented);ilie metliod of claim 70, further comprising: 

transmitting m«a data from a central manager to the local servers; and 

receiving/a request for a viewable data object from a viewer receiver in response to 
strtiaming a portion of the ineta data on the viewer receiver. 

32. (Previtmsly Presented) The method of claim 70, wherein the act of selecting includes 

cajculating a delay with operations data fi-om the first local server; and 
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wherein transmitting a first viewable data object is performed after the delay ends; ; 
further comprising: 

storing a portion of the first viewable data object in storage space of the first loj^ server 
fireed at the end of the delay. 



33. (Currently Amended) A network to provide viewable data objects to televi 
interactively, the network comprising: 




viewers 



a first local server to store viewable data objects, said first local server being configured 
to transmit particular viewable data objects to a first set of televisions, and to 
transmit a particular viewable data object to one of the televisions in said first set of 
televisions in response to receiving a request fi:om th^UQ of the televisions in said 
first set of televisions; 

I 

a second local server to store viewable data objotits, said second local server being 

I y/ 

configured to transmit particular viewable data objects to a second set of televisions 
and to transmit a particular viewable,(iata object to one of the televisions in said 
second set of televisions in response to receiving a request from the one of the 
televisions in said second set of televisions; 

a storage server coupled to d^OTibute viewable data objects to the first and second local 
servers, the storage s^ver being responsive to demands of the sets of televisions 
connected to each different local server; and 



a content managCT; /eparate from said first and second local servers, the content manager 
being in coneimunication with the storage server, the first local server, and the second 
local serva:, the content managei' being configured to automatically control access to 
viewable data obj ects by a television. 

34. (PreviouslyPresented) The system of claim 1, wherein said content manager is configured 
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to control access to a viewablje data object by adaptively controlling distribution ofsaid 
viewable data objects among said storage server and said first and second local servers on 
the basis of a property associated with each of said viewable data objects. 

35. (Previously Presented) The systfem of claim 34, wherein said content manag/r is configured 

to selectively alter said property associated with each ofsaid viewablo^oata objects. 

36. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 34, wherein said content^anager is configured 

to selectively alter said property associated with each of said ^i&wable data objects on the 
basis of viewer statistics collected from said local server. 

37. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 34, whereiry^id content manager is configured 

to selectively alter said property associated with ea^ ofsaid viewable data objects on the 
basis of viewer statistics collected finom all avail^le local servers and all available 
storage servers, 

38. (Previously Presented) The system of clain/34, wherein said content manager is configured 

to selectively alter said property assorfated with each of said viewable data objects on the 
basis of a state of said viewable dat^ object. 

39. (Previously Presented) The syst^of claim 2 wherein said priority is assigned on the basis 

of properties of a local sen^ designated as a candidate to receive said viewable data 
object. 

40. (Previously Presented The system of claun 2 wherein said priority is assigned on the basis 

of content of s^ viewable data obj ect. 

41. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 wherein said property associated with said 

viewafTie data object comprises revenue associated with viewing ofsaid viewable data 
obj^t 

42. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 wherein said property associated with said 
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viewable data object comprises a measured popularity of said viewable data object 

43, (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 wherein said property associated with said 

viewable data object comprises an anticipated popularity of said viewable d^a object 

44, (Previously Presented) The system, of claim 1, wherein said content man^^^ger comprises a 

distributed processing system'. 

45, (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, wherein said conte^ manager is integrated 

into said storage server. 

46- (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1, further comffesing a streaming control 

process in communication with said local serv^er for ^lectively granting a viewer control 
over streaming of said viewable data object. 

47. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 46, jvherein said streaming control process is 

configured to selectively grant a viewer cg^nrol over streaming on the basis of meta-data 
associated with said viewable data obj< 

48. (Previously Presented) The system ofclaim 46, wherein said streaming control process is 

configured to selectively granLa viewer control over streaming in response to instructions 
firom said content manager^ 

49. (Currently Amended) ^yiiethod for providing a viewable data object to a viewer receiver, 
said method compiij^mg: 

storing a first/selection of viewable data objects on a first local server, said first local 
serverlfeng in communication with said viewer receiver, 

storin^a second selection ofviewable data objects on a second local server; 

string a set ofviewable data objects on a storage server in communication with said 
first local server and witli said second local server, said set ofviewable data objects 
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including said selection of viewable data objects 

providing a content manaee r_separate from said first and second local sepyers, said 
content manager being in communication with said first local serverf said second 
local server, and said storage server, for automatically managing e6ch of said first 
and second local servers to control access by said viewer receiv^ to a viewable data 
object selected from said first selection of viewable data obje^s. 

50- (Previously Presented) The method of claim 49, wherein autora^cally controlling access to 
a viewable data object by a viewer receiver comprises adapuvely controlling distribution 
of said viewable data objects among said storage server^d said first and second local 
servers on the basis of a property associated with ea^of said viewable data objects. 

51. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 50, fiipftier comprising selectively altering said 
property associated with each* of said viewable data objects. 

52. (Previously Presented) The method of claini'50, fiirthcr comprising selectively altering said 

property associated with each;of said ^ewable data objects on the basis of viewer 
statistics collected from said local ^ferver, 



53, (Previously Presented) The metlAd of claim 50, fiulher comprising selectively altering said 

property associated with each of said viewable data objects on the basis of viewer 
statistics collected froni/all available local servers and all available storage servers. 

54, (Previously Presented} The method of claim 50. further comprising selectively altering said 

property associated with each of said viewable data objects on the basis of a state of said 
viewable dayC object. 

55, (PrevioushpTresented) The method of claim 50, fiirther comprising basing said property 

assoj3({ated with said viewable .data object on apriority assigned to said viewable data 
object. , 
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56* (Previously Presented) The method of claim 55 further comprising assigning said priority to 
said viewable data object on the basis of properties of a first local server designated as a 
candidate to receive said viewable data object. 

57- (Previously Presented) The method of claim 55 further comprising assigning priority to said 

viewable data object on the basis of content of said viewable data object. 

58- (Previously Presented) The method of claim 49 further comprising aligning said property 

associated with said viewable data object on the basis of revenjie associated with viewing 
of said viewable data object. 

59- (Previously Presented) The method of claim 49 further cj^prising assigning said property 

associated with said viewablej data object on the bMs of a measured popularity of said 
viewable data object 

60. (Previously Presented) The metiod of claiim49 further comprising assigning said property 

associated with said viewable' data obj^t on the basis of an anticipated popularity of said 
viewable data object. 

61. (Previously Presented) The mothiefd of claim 49, flirther comprising transmitting a viewable 

data object to a viewer receiver selected j&om a group consisting of a television and a 
personal computer. 

62. (Previously Presented The method of claim 49, wherein storing a selection of viewable 

data objects on4 local server comprises: 

detecting/mat a first viewable data object has a lower priority than a second viewable 
dajta object; and 

dating said first viewable data object to free space to store said second viewable data 
object. 
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63. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 49, fbrther comprising defining a logical 

grouping of viewable data objects and to managing said logical grouping as4 single unit. 

64. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 49, further comprising selec^ely granting 

control over streaming of said viewable data object. 

65. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 64, further comprisirig/electively granting 

control over streaming of said viewable data object on the basi^of meta-data associated 
with said viewable data object. 

66- (Previously Presented) The method of claim 64, further comprising selectively granting 
control over streaming in response to instructions fronysaid content manager. 

67. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 49, fiirtfffir comprising controlling work queues 
for video data objects stored on said local servei^. 

- (Previously Presented) The method of claun49» further comprising providing two-way 
communication with said viewer receiy^:, thereby enabling interactive communication 
with said viewer receiver. 

69. (Previously Presented) The metfiod^f claim 49, wherein automatically controlling access 

by said viewer receiver to a vi^able data object comprises dynamically updating access 
to said viewable data object/m response to an occurrence of an event. 

70, (Previously Presented) A ifiethod of distributing viewable data objects to viewer receivers, 

the method comprisiiig: 

selecting a firatViewable data object from a pool of viewable data objects in response to 
a first Rpfeselected event; 

selecting a second viewable data object from the pool in response to a second 
preselected event; 
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transmitting the fiist and second viewable data objects to respective first anji^econd 
local servers, the first anld second objects being responsive to difF^em priorities of 
the respective first and second local servers for viewable data^cr^jject content; 



sending the first viewable data object from the first )oca 
receiver; and 



/er to a fir$t viewer 



sending the second viewable data objec>i5fbm the second local server to a second viewer 
receiver, 

71- (Previously Presented) The,^5rstem of claim 1, wherein the content manager is in direct 
communication wttkone of said first and second local servers. 

72. (Previously Ppe^nted) The syst'em of claim 1, wherein the content manager is in 

comim^^ation with one of said first and second local servers by way of the storage 
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